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FROM THE HELM
Have you noticed the daffodils blossoming, the hyacinths
giving their wonderful fragrance, the forsythia in full bloom and
magnolia and cherry trees giving us a wonderful colorful
panorama? We are 2/3 of the way to the longest day, entering the
four sunniest months of the year - summer is around the corner.
Moorings are going in soon, our shore captain is starting work on May 1, and the Launch
is scheduled to go in the water by May 10. Summer really is almost upon us.
The dock, deck, yard, bar, and Penfield Room all still beckon. The dartboards and the
pool table are still there. Thursday night dinners and Friday cocktails will still be there. They
miss you and look forward to your return this summer. We will all be able to greet each other
and enjoy the ocean air and the summer breeze.
Your Board and Flag Officers have been very busy while the Club has been closed. They
had numerous issues to deal with while reacting to Covid-19 itself, following Connecticut
state edicts and executive orders and planning for as full a season as possible. In order to
do this, they are meeting every other week to keep abreast and ahead of it all. They have
had to make some very difficult decisions, but I have watched them work tirelessly and
professionally for the past 5 weeks to maintain the club and protect the members.
Construction of the gas tank work continued through the time while the Clubhouse and
grounds are closed. It is nearing completion; all the trenches and concrete work are done
and backfilled and our gas pump is back in place on a new foundation and a new light
stanchion. The old rusted Amoco light standard is gone. The old driveway is being replaced
by a new one and will be complete when you return. The new gas pumping system will, in all
likelihood, be complete by the previously planned Opening Day on May 23. With the tri-state
area Governors agreeing that marinas can be open it won’t be long until there is activity on
our dock. The Clubhouse, will, in all likelihood, have to wait until an easing of group
gathering limits changes, but we will endeavor to make the Club and grounds accessible to
you as soon as legally and safely possible.
We are having a Board of Governors Meeting on Monday to discuss the current evolving
situation and will keep you informed. For now, we appreciate how almost all of you followed
our request to honor the fact that the club is closed. With the warm weather coming we are
all going to be tempted to go sit on the deck. We ask you to be patient and refrain from
succumbing to that draw.
Please know we can’t wait to see you all soon!
Best regards,
Commodore Andrew Cross

In the Meantime:

YES, Spring is here
As we move through this spring where the Club has been closed, we are making arrangements for new
members to be voted on and approved for membership as soon as we can. We expect to be having an election
of applicants meeting in June. If you have any friends that you think you would like to have as members or
would like the summer atmosphere, now is the time to submit their applications. Our membership chair, Donna
Demattia and her committee, will be interviewing applicants soon to prepare them for the upcoming
membership vote. Please encourage any potential new members to join our beautiful Club.

And remember that currently, $25 will be added to your chit account if you are a first sponsor of an applicant
who ultimately becomes a member.
Commodore, Andrew Cross

2

From the Rear
Commodore
Although we are disappointed that
many of our events have been
canceled and we don’t know
when our next social is, I thought
this would bring a smile to all of you.
Once it became clear we would not be able to host our
Children’s Easter party our dedicated EB Ruben reached
out and asked if he could borrow the costume to bring joy
to the children of Black Rock.
THANK YOU, Ruben Goodwin!
I look forward to when we can all be together again at
Fayerweather Yacht Club.
Best regards,
Kim Pugh – Rear Commodore rear@fycct.org
Just in case: here are the ones on the “book” still – stay tuned!
June 27
July 25
August 15
September 12
September 20
October 4

Clambake
Luau
Wear All Green Party
Harborfest
Rib Fest & Corn Hole
Oktoberfest

October 24
November 20
November 21
December 13

Texas Hold’em Poker
Tournament
Pre Harvest Wrapping Party
Harvest Dance
Children’s Christmas Party
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Auxiliary Corner
Hello Auxiliary Members,
I hope you and your families are healthy. I'm sure you're as anxious as I am to have this
all in the past, but I'm afraid we still have some time to go.
The Executive board meeting on May 6, and the Membership meeting on May 13 are
canceled.
And as you know, Opening Day has been postponed. Our next regularly scheduled
event would be our Potluck dinner in June, which is our last event for the year. As time
goes on if it looks like we may still be having it, you will be contacted via e-mail and/or
the Foghorn.
Regards,
Debbi Rosati

Sunshine
Darci LaBash
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Sailing Corner
Black Rock Harbor Wednesday Night Racing 2020 (“WNR”) has been
postponed until June 10th. Because of the restrictions currently in place as
well as the club restrictions, all regattas in May have been cancelled or
moved.
US Sailing is advising nationally, because of the social distance
restrictions, that it is not feasible to run a fully crewed race event until the
local authorities have lifted the social distancing restrictions. If the local
environment changes, we will adjust our schedule.
We are working on some other ideas, based on the US Sailing recommendation to possibly hold a few fun
Double Handed races in the meantime. All WNR registered boats will be notified directly if we decide to
sponsor a Double Handed race event. These events would not be scored or count towards the WNR series.
Please register on Yachtscoring.com or if you are just interested in competing please feel free to email me
directly. An announcement for a new date to hold the skippers meeting will be made in the next few weeks.
All are welcome to sail WNR. It is a great way to improve your boat handling and meet other sailors at the
club. Beginners are welcome and encouraged. To be scored in WNR you must have a YRALIS PHRF
certificate.
US Sailing
US Sailing will be offering courses online this spring.
“Safety at Sea”, a requirement for any offshore racing, can be taken as on online ZOOM class. Unlike in
years past, a student can complete most of the training online. There is still a requirement for hands on
training, please review the website if you are interested. n addition, “Race Committee” course will also be
available online this year. Please check the USSailing.org for further updates.
PHRF Certificates
To be scored in any regatta your boat will need to have a PHRF certificate. The certificate process for
most boats is very simple. There is a form on the organizations website that needs to be filled out. Most of the
information for your boat can be found on the manufacturer’s webs site. There are handicaps +/- for roller
furling, Genoa size as well as other modifications. The regulatory organization ECSA or YRA will determine
your PHRF rating once the form is completed.
Below are the web sites for each organization.
ECSA: http://ecsa.net/ (opens for registration in March)
YRA: https://www.yralis.org/
Ladies Sailing
We are scheduling two Ladies sailing events this year and are starting to plan other activities.

•
•

Friday July 24th, Women’s Skipper event at BRYC, All FYC skippers and boats are invited to
this fun event. It is a casual race event, for all boats, the only requirement is that the skipper
must be a Lady.
Ladies Big Boat Program – more on that in the next issue
Calendar of Events: The 2020 schedule:
June 10th – Sep 9th
July 18th
July 24th
July 25th
Sept 11th
Sept 13th
Sept 13th
Sept 19th
Oct 24th
Nov 27th

Wednesday Night Series
FYC/BRYC Sail Park City Regatta
BRYC Women’s Skipper Event
RUM Runners Race – Essex CT (ECSA)
PYC Annual Falkner Island Overnight Race
FYC Ken Johnson Memorial Race
Women @ the Helm – Old Saybrook (ECSA)
Brent C. Donahue Cross Sound Race
BRYC/FYC Halloween Race
Wild Turkey Regatta
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Fleet Captain’s Corner:
Our tutorials continue…...

In our first three chapters, we covered shackles, anchor rodes, and anchors per se. As we recognize that one
of the basic tenets in teaching anything is review, review and review, we’ll go over quickly some of the items
covered thus far.
SHACKLES: Their purpose and use in our anchoring procedures.
ANCHORS: Size matters as does design and the bottom where we fish and cruise.
ANCHORING TECHNIQUES: Here is the substance of what we are trying to do here in our boating world.
SHACKLES: Do not skimp on the cost here...buy American...buy locally...buy as often as necessary to keep
your equipment in top shape.
ANCHORS: Remember the rule: At least one pound of anchor for every foot of vessel that you are trying to
protect.
ANCHORING TECHNIQUES: Circle the area of planned anchorage to determine depth all 'round...pick your
spot...lower anchor slowly until the bottom is " felt "...let rode out slowly as you back down...stop boat and pull
rode to ensure anchor is digging in...back down again, while letting rode out slowly...speed is not a factor
here...after enough rode is out, cleat off and back down HARD to really set the hook. When you see rode start
to rise to the surface, you know that the anchor is well set. In our area of cruising and fishing, we most often
anchor in (plus or minus) twenty-foot depth. A working length of rode (on average) is seventy-five feet from
bow to anchor.
Next month we hopefully will concentrate on RAFTING OF BOATS in company of friends.
Bob Butler, Fleet Captain

Saxtaps@charter.net

**************************************
The Media/Communications Committee is looking for individuals with experience in website
development, understanding of back end work, and email blasts. Please contact Emily Hyde
at emchabot@gmail.com if you are able to assist.

**************************************
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Fishing Corner:

May ’20 - Fishing Report

It is unimaginable all that has happened since the last update I wrote to everyone. I am sure everyone has
had enough on COVID19 so we’ll get to some good news. The governors of CT, NY, NJ have agreed to open
marinas and the fishing and boating activities can proceed. This is great news and one step to getting back to
some kind of normal and enjoying what we love to do.
Even with the club closed we are proceeding with the FYC Fishing Annual fishing contest. We are
accepting virtual entries at fycfishing@fycct.org. To enter send an email to fycfishing@fycct.org and include
your name and “I’m in!”. I will reply an acceptance. With your entry you agree to the $25 entry fee payable at
the bar when the club is open and will receive the 2020 pin. While the club is closed you can weight in fish at
any tackle shop with a digital scale, take a picture of your fish and the scale and that is an acceptable entry.
Please tell all our fellow member fisherman. We already have about 15 entries and congratulations to Mike
Vass who is “on the board” with a 6.87lb blackfish. We look forward to more entries and more fishing reports.
There is a new tackle shop Black Rock Bait and Tackle on Fairfield, Ave. They have a digital scale and can
provide weigh-in while we are closed. Go see Ryan and Rich and support these guys and other local
businesses too!
Check out the pictures on the next page of our fishing adventures during the quarantine all with social
distancing and the new rules. Send any of your pics you would like to share to fycfishing@fycct.org and we’ll
share in the Foghorn and some of our social channels too.
Unfortunately, our famous Mother’s Day Brunch will need to be rescheduled. Happy Mother’s Day to all the
Mom’s and we will work on having the brunch later in the summer and look forward to seeing everyone there.
Miss you all, enjoy the pics, and stay safe.
All fisherman are liars, expect you and me. And I’m not so sure about you!
Keith Jamaitis ~ FYC Fishing Committee

fycfishing@fycct.org
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See
you on
the
dock
soon!

Social Distancing with Keith
and Jerry – One rod apart!
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