November • 2019 • Volume C • No. 11

Flag Officers
Commodore
Dave Nemeth
Vice Commodore
Bob Cote
Rear Commodore
Bob Ellwanger
Recording Secretary
Andrew Cross
Financial Secretary
Christine Ritzo
Treasurer
Gary Conrad

Appointed Officers
Fleet Captain
Bob Butler
Fleet Chaplain
Brian Kelly
Fleet Surgeon
Dr. Cosmo Filiberto

Board of Governors
Mark Berish
Donna Demattia
Pat Gombos
Emily Hyde
Susan Kiely
Nick Mirabile
Johnpatrick (JP) O’Brien
Mike Roberts
Bob Schley

Club Manager
Dan Conroy

FYC Auxiliary
President
Karen Clark
Foghorn Publisher
Kathleen Pierce
Kmpierce2013@gmail.com

FROM THE HELM
Fall is in full swing and that brings some sadness as we
start to see the boats being hauled and the harbor emptying
out. Thankfully FYC is not closing and there’s still plenty of
events and fun times ahead of us!
Please join me on November 2nd at 8:30 as we start to put the club away for winter.
We will need helpers to put away the tables, chairs and umbrellas. I can also use
carpenters, as there is lots of trim we will replace with Azek and some repairs to boards
on the upper roof deck and back stairs.
The tank replacement project is under way and I was happy to see we still got a full
season out of our gas sales so hopefully the impact to boaters was minimal.
On Saturday October 19th we held a Corn Hole tournament and placed the
Centennial Time Capsule,
not to be open until 2069.
We took pictures of all the
kids in attendance so that
hopefully they can all come
back in 50 years and be
part of the group that digs it
up (seeing as they did help
us bury it!). After the corn
hole tournament, there was
talk of trying to make this a
monthly occurrence or even
develop a league for the
summer months!
FYC is looking for Officers and Board for 2020, so for all those interested in taking a
more active role in the club, pay attention for the poster here in the Foghorn and reach
out with any questions.
With that, I will keep it short this month and hope to see you at the club!
Thanks, and see you at the club!
Dave - commodore@fycct.org

FROM THE VICE COMMODORE

Calendar of
Events
November 2
Fall CLEAN UP
8:30 a.m.
November 2
Sailing Awards
6 p.m.
November 5
General Membership
Meeting 7 p.m.
November 6
Auxiliary Board
Meeting 7 p.m.
November 13
Auxiliary Meeting
7:00 p.m.
November 22
Pre Harvest Wrapping
Party 4 p.m.
November 23
Harvest Dance
6 p.m.
November 25
Board of Governors
Meeting 7 p.m.

From the Vice Commodore:
Hope everyone is enjoying fall and all the season has to offer!
We would like to thank Jim Malaney and his crew for a very successful and
delicious 2019 raw bar season back at Fayerweather! We hope to see him again next
year!
Happy Thanksgiving to all of our members & their families!
Thank you and see you at the club.
Bob Cote

****************************
Another friendly reminder… ..please sign in guests upon their
arrival and each guest gets his or her own line (couple's cannot
be signed in together) in the sign-in book. Please be sure to fill
out each line completely and without the use of " marks. Please
note that your guests cannot arrive before you or leave after
you. If you have any questions, please ask the bartenders.
Please bring all of your glassware and bottles back to the bar,
as we do not have staff to clean up after our members and their
guests. This includes outside of the club as well – and put those
umbrellas down.

*********************************
The Nominating Committee wants YOU!

November 28

CLOSED
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
November 29
Wild Turkey Regatta

Weekly Events
Thursday Night:
5:30 – 9 p.m.
Table Service Dinner
Set Menu

Wednesday and Friday
Night:
5:30 – 9 p.m.
Grill is Open

Don’t miss the opportunity to serve your club!
The Nominating Committee would like to invite you to work for the club and continue to make
the “Fayerweather experience” a special one for members and their families and friends.
We are looking for members who would like to show off their talents in the following positons:
Commodore, Vice-Commodore, Rear-Commodore, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Recording
Secretary and three Board of Governors.
For more information on the requirements of the positions or the nominating process, please
feel free to approach one of the nominating committee members; Johnpatrick O’Brien, Peter
Howard, Sue Kiely, Dennis O’Malley, Walter Hibbs, James Morley or Donna DeMattia.
Interviews will take place every Wednesday evening between the hours of 7pm and 9pm and
on Saturday mornings between the hours of 9:30am – 11:30am beginning Wednesday
September 18th. If you would like to make an appointment for an interview please contact
the Committee Chair, Donna DeMattia at 203-814-2075 or 203donnad@gmail.com
Thank you and please consider serving this year!
2019 Fayerweather Yacht Club Nominating Committee
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From the Rear Commodore
“Vielen Dank” to everyone who attended the Oktoberfest event. We hope you
enjoyed the sampling of German food beer and the complimentary FYC logo beer
mug! Thanks especially to Vicki and her team at Lighthouse Grill for the food, as well
as the bar staff for pouring with their usual aplomb. Thanks to Lake Avenue Project,
who rocked the Club with a great selection of tunes. As always, we appreciate the
continued support of our members who make our parties such a success!
Fayerweather Yacht Club cordially invites you and your guests to our annual Harvest Dance on Saturday,
November 23rd starting at 6:00 PM. Come and join the fun of being a thief of fruits and veggies without getting
caught by the “police!” If you do get caught, you have to go to jail and get bailed out. The money collected from
this event goes towards the Children’s Christmas Party. Bring your own food. Tickets are available at the bar,
and we expect this to be another sellout event so don’t wait until the last minute. Entertainment will be provided
by DJ Peter G.
We will be having a Pre Harvest Wrapping party on Friday, November 22nd at 6:00 PM. Pizza will be
provided, and we will have all the supplies needed to wrap and hang the fruits and vegetables (although a few
more staple guns are welcome). We appreciate all the help we can get for this fun evening.

**A friendly reminder that the sign up for the children’s Christmas Party starts October 28 th .
There will be a STRICT cut off with no exceptions on December 1 st . Like last year, we will be
capping the party at 70 children.**
Here is the list of the parties and events we have planned for the rest of the year. Please note that dates
and party themes are subject to change. You can always find information and updates about our events in the
Foghorn, e-mails, FYC website and on Facebook.
What do you think about the parties we’ve held this year? Do you have any suggestions or thoughts on
improving them? What parties would you like to see scheduled? Email your thoughts to rear@fycct.org. Or,
better yet, attend our “FYC party feedback session” with fellow members at the Club on Thursday, November
7th at 7:00 PM. either way; I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely, Bob Ellwanger rear@fycct.org
November 22 Pre Harvest Wrapping Party **
November 23 Harvest Dance **

December 15 Children’s Christmas Party
December 31 – New Year’s Eve Masquerade Bash
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Auxiliary Corner
2018-19

Hello Auxiliary Members,

Auxiliary Officers

I can’t believe October is almost over. The change of seasons snuck up on us and
now the boats are being hauled out and set up on the hard for the winter. It was a
beautiful Summer and Fall is following suit.

President
Karen Clark
Vice President
Carrie Parker
Treasurer
Carrie Shelton
Recording Secretary
Deb Conrad
Financial Secretary
Cindy Filep

Several of us really enjoyed Miamogue’s Meet and Greet on October 9th. As
usual they did a fantastic job with a fall theme. The next Meet and Greet will be in New
Haven at Pequonnock on Thursday November 14th, 6:00 pm. It will be a pizza theme
featuring Pepe’s Famous pies. Please RSVP to me if you plan on joining us.
This month we’ve joined the national effort to raise money for cancer. We have
been selling paper sail and motor boats for $1.00 and we’ve been hanging them up in
the bar. One hundred percent (100%) of the money will go to the Norma Phriem Breast
Cancer Center in December. We will continue to collect money for the rest of the
calandra year. Thank you to Deb R., Deb S., Kathleen, Lindsay and everyone else who
has been helping.

Board of Governors
Judy Duva
Sharon Fabricatore
April Kleinman
Donna Palaia
Debra Rosati

Sunshine
Darci Labash

Don’t forget nominations and the slate will be our main focus at the next meeting
on Wednesday November 13th, 7 pm in the Penfield Room. I am looking forward to

seeing you all then.
Sincerely, Karen Clark - Auxiliary President
Any questions feel free to contact us at fycaux@gmail.com.

We want you!
for Auxiliary Officer and Board of Governors' positions!
Get involved with an amazing group of people and help the club flourish. We work to help
improve and better the club. Make friends while making a difference.
Contact: Kathleen Pierce – KMPierce1@optonline.net
Deborah Selski - debrick@snet.net
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Fleet Captain’s Corner
Inasmuch as we are now in the weeks of removing our vessels, it is my thought that I should go over with
the folks, the procedure that is used to remove masts...not all boats are exactly the same...some have unique
qualities that require special attention...however, essentially the procedure is identical.
Initially, tide is the most important pre-operation concern...a making tide is preferred, as that gives us a
longer 'window of operation'. We can however accomplish our task on a falling tide, as long as the draft of the
vessel does not preclude.
Secondarily, the folks to do the mast removal should be experienced. We have developed what I call "The
A-Team"...these are five guys who have been taking out masts for years at our Club, knowledgeable and
reliable. We can always count on them to be there whenever called upon to do whatever is required.
As to the actual process involved in the mast removal, here goes...The boom is moved into position just
behind the mast...a bowline is tied around the mast with an eight inch loop...the hook of the hoist is inserted
and the hoist is raised, most normally to a point just below the spreaders...this placement is critical. On masts
that are longer, the hook of the hoist is placed sometimes as much as five feet below the spreaders. A tie-down
line controls the hoist in correct position.
Prior to starting the actual lifting, I put in place the "Terry Line " ...this is a line control that runs from a point
at the base of the mast, forward to a block fastened around a cleat at the bow, and back to the cockpit and
around a winch, the point of attachment at the base of the mast is where the mast meets the deck. In the case
of masts that are " keel-stepped", the mast is raised until the bottom of the mast is just clear of the deck. The "
Terry Line " is then attached.
As the mast is raised, the " n the cockpit " guy allows the control line to go forward which controls the base
of the mast. As the hoist hook lowers, the mast becomes parallel to the deck and the mast can then move to
the dock. The mast is then placed on two club dollies and moved to an area to await stripping and prepping to
go into our club locker.
Some prefer to have the mast stored on the decks of their boats...this is fine. They should have prepared
structures to hold the mast on deck after which tie-downs are in order. In the event that the boat owner brings
his own muscle, they should follow directions carefully and not get in the way, as the A-Team proceeds.
Any questions relative the above, please call me at your leisure... Bob Butler, Fleet Captain….203-268-5775
Lighthouse Grill at Fayerweather
L u n c h : Tuesday - Friday 11 – 2

L u n c h / B r u n c h : Saturday & Sunday 9:30 – 3

D i n n e r : Thursday table service: 5:30 – 9 p.m. Grill: Wednesday and Friday: 5:30 - 9 p.m.
You may bring your own food when Grill is closed…OR the Bar has Pizza!

Alice Dizenzo —

Top 5% in Berkshire Hathaway Nationwide

Call me to get the highest return and sell faster in Fairﬁeld County

Alice Dizenzo
Realtor, Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
(203) 95-ALICE • (203) 952-5423
alicedizenzo@bhhsne.com

• Over 20 years experience
• Interior Design Degree
• Knowledge in home staging
• Top 5% President’s Circle
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Fishing Corner:

Time flies when you are catching fish. Here we are in November and there are still a couple weeks left of
what should be some good fishing. Let’s hope the weather co-operates. The Fishing Committee had a busy
month of events with Hunky Turkey and the “4-Club” Bluefish tourney. We had a good crowd at Hunky Turkey
super weather and wrapped up
with a bon fire. Thanks to our
crew for cooking and thanks for
everyone that came out to make
this event a success.
For the Greater Bridgeport
Yacht Clubs “4-Club” Bluefish
Tournament, FYC was the host
club and we had about 70
anglers sign up to fish.
Congratulations to Ed Wargo
and crew fishing on the Creeper.
The Creeper placed as #2
overall boat and John Erickson
had a 12.7lbs bluefish which as
the 2nd place fish - Nice going!
The season long Fishing
Board competition is filling up
now that the fishing is picking
up. Even with a nice fish in the
tourney later that afternoon
another good bluefish was
weighed in by Pete Howard and
at 17.73lbs is leading the board.
This is always exciting and fun.
Let’s be good sportsmen and practice catch and release and follow CT DEEP regulations.
NEXT EVENT: Saturday 12/7/19 - FYC Fishing Committee Steak and Chicken Dinner + Awards
Take a kid fishing and send me some pics we can post! Check the fish board for any new updates. Send
me your fish pictures and we’ll post them fycfishing@fycct.org
All fisherman are liars, expect you and me. And I’m not so sure about you!
Keith Jamaitis ~ FYC Fishing Committee
fycfishing@fycct.org
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Celebrating our 100 Years is winding down
It’s
hard
to
believe
that
the
celebration
is
coming to an end.
What a great year!
We started with Race Night that was a
traditional event, next, the Blessing of
the Fleet with the Fire Department
‘blessing’ the boats. The main event
was the Centennial Ball. Most guests
dressed up in period clothing and we
danced to period music to celebrate
the last 100 years. Finally, we placed
the Time Capsule in the front of the
side yard. I will post the list of items on
the website. We have ordered a brass
marker so the members will know
where to dig in 50 years.
The orders for the bricks will be
placed at the end of October.
Hopefully we will get them delivered
by mid-November and place on
‘Centennial Walk’.
I would like to recognize our
committee
members
and
team
captains for all their hard work and
help: Bob Schley, Brian Kelly, John
Pyrch, Dave Nemeth, Pat Nivakoff,
Chris Fileps, Jeff Poarch, Bob
Ellwanger, Nick Mirabile and Rob
Powers.
Thank you, Sue Kiely

Photos: L to R:
Sealing the Time Capsule; Items in the Capsule; Centennial Committee, Digging the Hole, Delegating the
digging to the kids!
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Boat’s Out of the Water, Now What?
By Bill Selski, PC
S/V Journey
How about visiting yacht clubs? Debbie and I recently enjoyed a trip to
Dublin, Ireland. The Royal Irish Yacht Club (RIYC) is just a commuter
train (DART) ride away. A chance to see the countryside and another
yacht club. The RIYC was very welcoming. They were hosting a J-109
regatta that weekend.
A letter of introduction was requested by RIYC and our commodore
Dave Nemeth fulfilled the request. The morning was overcast but not
raining. The view past the breakwater was a bit foggy but the boats
were sailing. We enjoyed a tour of the club and a cup of pureed
vegetable soup, brown bread and Irish butter. A glass of wine worked
well with the atmosphere.
We ventured outside after lunch and the rain started to fall. It is Ireland
after all. Tropical storm Lorenzo had arrived. We had the rain but not
the wind Ireland experienced on the west coast.
The next day we enjoyed a warm, sunny day. We took the
DART north of the city to the seaport village of Howth. We
walked the wharf and saw the fresh catch coming off the
boats. A quaint little village with many shops and
restaurants. At the end of the wharf was a view of the
island named Ireland’s Eye.
A 1 ½ mile walk up the sea cliff trail was an excellent way
to look back upon the village. We also saw rock jumpers
diving off the cliff into the bay. The walk back down the trail
brought us to the Howth Yacht Club. We couldn’t resist.
Yet another yacht club to add to our list of experiences.
The club was welcoming and we enjoyed a hearty fish
chowder.
Our reading material was of places to explore in Dublin. The museums are free. They provide much to absorb
in the galleries and National Museum of Archaeology. The Bog Bodies and artifacts discovered within the peat
bogs reflect upon the Irish past. Upon returning home I’m reading, Time Pieces: A Dublin Memoir by John
Banville. It is an account of his growing up in Dublin and walking the streets which James Joyce and Oscar
Wilde strolled.
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